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Lord of Love Lutheran Church                                                       www.lordoflove.org 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod                                                   608-846-9036 
 

Welcome!  We are so happy you have come to worship today!  Someone has described worship 
as “a joyful dialogue with God.”  God speaks to us in his Word, and we speak to him in praise 
and prayer.  May God richly bless you through this “joyful dialogue” today! 
 

Restrooms – The restrooms are located straight ahead as you enter the building. You will also 
find restrooms in the lower level gathering space at the end of the classrooms on the right side 
before the exit doors.  
 

Parent’s Room – The sound of children in the house of the Lord is music to our ears! However 
there is also a parent room to the right just before you enter the sanctuary if your little one 
needs a moment. It is accessed as you exit the sanctuary, on the left, next to the seats reserved 
for families with small children. 
 

Assistance Getting Around – There is a walker and a wheelchair available in the fellowship hall. 
Anyone who needs them is welcome to use them. Please speak to an usher if you need help 
accessing them. 
 

Offering Message – An offering will be gathered in the service today.  These offerings support 
the Gospel ministry of Lord of Love locally, and also the global mission of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  Visitors need not feel obligated to give, but certainly may if you 
wish.   
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today.  Mindful of the Scriptural teaching concerning church 
fellowship, we practice close (or closed) communion.  Communicant members of this 
congregation, or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (or the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod), are encouraged to commune this morning.  Guests are asked to 
speak with our pastor, before the service, if they wish to commune. 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 

Christmas Day Worship 
December 25, 2024 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                      CW 80:  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
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RESPONSIVE SENTENCES FOR CHRISTMAS DAY                                                          Psalm 98 
 
M:  Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 
C:   his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
 
M:  The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the    
       nations. 
C:  He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; 
 
M:  all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
C:   Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; 
 
M:  make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, 
C:   with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— shout for joy before the LORD, the  
      King. 
 
M:  Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 
C:   Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; 
 
M:  let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 
C:   He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M:  Christ came that we might be reconciled to God through him.  Let us, therefore, 
confess our sins and hear again the good news of sins forgiven. 
 
M and C:  (CW 27:1-2, spoken) 
 O Jesus, Lamb of God, you are 
 My comfort and my guiding star; 
 I come, a sinner, trustingly 
 And bring my many sins with me. 
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O Lord, my sin indeed is great; 
 I groan beneath the dreadful weight. 
 Be merciful to me, I pray; 
 Take guilt and punishment away. 
 

(Moment of silent prayer to confess specific sin and guilt that may especially be 
troubling and peace-robbing) 

 
M:  (CW 53:3-4, spoken) 
 Oh, then, rejoice that through his Son 
 God is with sinners now at one; 
 Made like yourselves of flesh and blood, 
 Your brother is th’eternal God. 
 
 What harm can sin and death then do? 
 The true God now abides with you. 
 Let hell and Satan storm and rave, 
 Christ is your brother – you are safe. 
 
 
RESPONSE                                                                   CW 63:  Angels We Have Heard on High 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY FOR THE FESTIVAL 
 
M:  Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us 
free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 
THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE FESTIVAL 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                                                          Exodus 33:18-23; 34:5-7 
 

18 Then Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 

19 The LORD said, “I will make all my goodness pass in front of you, and I will proclaim the 
name of the LORD in your presence. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I 
will show mercy to whom I will show mercy.” 20 He said, “You cannot see my face, for no 
human may see me and live.” 

21 The LORD also said, “Look, there is a place next to me, where you shall stand on the 
rock. 22 It will happen that, while my glory passes by, I will put you in a crevice in the 
rock. I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away my 
hand, and you will see my back. But my face will not be seen.” 

5 The LORD came down in the cloud. He took his stand there with Moses and proclaimed 
the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed: “The LORD, 
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, and overflowing with 
mercy and truth, 7 maintaining mercy for thousands, forgiving guilt and rebellion and sin. 
He will by no means clear the guilty. He calls their children and their children’s children 
to account for the guilt of the fathers, even to the third and the fourth generation.” 
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HYMN                                                                                   CW 58:  See in Yonder Manger Low 
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SECOND LESSON                                                                                                   Romans 8:31-32 
 
31 What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32 Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he 
not also graciously give us all things along with him? 

 

 
 
HYMN                                                                                         CW 57:  Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
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GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                                              John 1:1-18 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There 
was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not 
the light; he came only as a witness to the light.9 The true light that gives light to 
everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John testified about him. 
He cried out, “This was the one I spoke about when I said, ‘The one coming after me 
outranks me because he existed before me.’” 16 For out of his fullness we have all received 
grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son, who is close to the 
Father’s side, has made him known. 
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HYMN                                                                                                        CW 68:  Away in a Manger  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEDITATION ON 1 TIMOTHY 3:16 

“We confess, the mystery of our devotion is great: He was manifest in flesh.” 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                      excerpt from the Athanasian Creed 
 
Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, is both God and man. He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the 
Father, and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, 
with rational soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father 
as to his humanity; and though he is both God and Man, Christ is not two persons but 
one, one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God; one, 
indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; for just as the rational 
soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one Christ. He suffered for our 
salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, and from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
GATHERING OF THE THANK OFFERING 

During the gathering of the offering, please sign and pass 
the Friendship Register.  Thank you! 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who celebrate the incarnation, that the knowledge that their God reigns would 
cause them to lift up their voices and sing for joy, now and throughout the Church Year, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who publish peace and bring good news of happiness in Christ, that they 
would be kept faithful to declare his reign; and for all missionaries at home and abroad, 
that all the ends of the earth may see his salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 
mercy. 
 
For confidence to tell the joyful message of our Savior, just as Mary, Joseph and 
common shepherds first believed and proclaimed his incarnation, that the Holy Spirit 
may work the miracle of faith as he wills, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
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For all who administer and judge our laws in this land and for its citizens, that authority 
would be rightly honored and that we would be preserved from rulers who spurn God’s 
calling to serve justly, show hostility to his truth or persecute his Church, let us pray to 
the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who suffer sickness in mind or body, for the homebound and for all who ask 
our prayers, that God would grant them healing, peace, patience and faith that endures, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
In thanksgiving for the believers who have gone before us, especially those who have 
been with us during Christmases past and now live with Christ, that we may be 
confident in his promise of resurrection and eternal life and at last join them in his 
presence when his kingdom comes, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of your Son, the Word become flesh, the Savior of the 
nations, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ever one God. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
 
BLESSING  
 
M: May he who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill 

us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the 
hope of eternal life.  And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

 
C:  Amen. 
 



14 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                    CW 62:  Joy to the World 
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Serving us today: 
 

 Pastor Joel Jenswold 

 Piano: Sharon Freund 

 Elder: Dave Olson 

 Ushers: Bob Degnan, Gene Freund, Kourtney and Kayden Zech 

 Altar Guild: Colleen Biwer  

 A/V and Recording: Julie Doyle 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Start Your New Year with Worship! 
New Year’s Eve Worship 

December 31, 2024 
4:00 pm 

 

 
2025 Offering envelopes for our members are available in the fellowship area. 
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