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“I rejoiced with those who said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.””
Psalm 122:1




Lord of Love Lutheran Church
May 18, 2023

OPENING HYMN (CW 171 v. 1-4) A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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A DIALOGUE FOR THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
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Christ is arisen!
He is risen indeed!

God has ascended amid shouts of joy!

Let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with
music and song.

Why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven."”

We believe and are sure that he is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

God raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be
given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all
things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.
At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things.

Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ. For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are
looking for the city that is to come.

When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Never again will we hunger; never again will we thirst. The sun will not beat
upon us, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne
will be our shepherd; he will lead us to springs of living water. And God will
wipe away every tear from our eyes.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at
God's right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the
Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in
all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen. (spoken)

Be seated.




PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 8

Refrain
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O Lorb, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!*
You have set your glory above the heavens.

When | consider your heavens,*
the work of your fingers,

what is man that you are mindful of him,*
the Son of Man that you care for him?

Refrain

You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings*
and crowned him with glory and honor.

You made him ruler over the works of your hands;*
you put everything under his feet.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Lynn Trapp. © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.



LESSON Ephesians 1:16-23

161 never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 | keep praying
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation in knowing Christ fully. 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may
be enlightened, so that you may know the hope to which he has called you, just how rich
his glorious inheritance among the saints is, *° and just how surpassingly great his power
is for us who believe. 2 It is as great as the working of his mighty strength, which God
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places, 2* far above all rule, authority, power, and dominion, and above
every name that is given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 2> God also
placed all things under his feet and made him head over everything for the church. 22 The
church is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

CHOIR ANTHEM One Day

GOSPEL OF THE DAY Luke 24:44-54

4 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you:
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets,
and the Psalms.” *°® Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. “6 He said
to them, “This is what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from
the dead on the third day, 4" and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 8 You are witnesses of these

things. “° Look, 1 am sending you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until you
are clothed with power from on high.”

50 He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed
them. 52 And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into
heaven. 52 So they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. °3 They were
continually in the temple courts, praising and blessing God. Amen.

RECESSION OF THE PASHAL CANDLE
For a more thorough explanation of the significance of this custom,
please refer to page 13.



HYMN OF THE DAY (CW 169) Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, abr., alt.
Tune: HyYMN TO JOY (87 87 D) Ludwig van Beethoven, 17701827, alt.



SERMON Acts 1:9-11

9 After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. 12 They were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly,
two men in white clothes stood beside them. 1 They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you
standing here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

This Time It’s Different

GATHERING OF THANK OFFERING

While the offering is gathered, please sign and pass the
Friendship Register. Thank you!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on
behalf of the Church and of all people.

Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into
heaven where he is now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church
steadfastness in these gray and latter days that she may hold to the truth and boldly
confess the saving name of Jesus.

C: As the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh seek to silence our witness to the
truth, grant us courage to believe in our hearts and confess with our lips that
Jesus is Lord.

M: Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he commanded
us, his kingdom of priests, to pray for others.

C: Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need:

M: to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief;
to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort;
to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help;

9



to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full;

to the young send patience to wait for the fuller life to come;

to husbands and wives and their families, to single parents who raise their children
alone grant wisdom and strength.

: Pour out your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace.

. Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have. In your mercy continue

to grant us daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask.

: Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need.

: O Lord, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of your dear

Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead,
we draw strength from his ascension before you, where he ever stands for us as our
own high priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which has no end.

: Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.

. Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

: To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.

10



HYMN (CW 174)

See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph
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Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-85, abr., alt.

Tune: REX GLORIAE (87 87 D) Henry T. Smart, 1813-79.



CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ, you turn us from the old life of sin and set our minds on things above. Grant
that we who are reborn to new life in him may live in righteousness and holiness all
our days, proclaiming his love to those who do not know him by faith, and longing
for him to reappear in glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen. (spoken)

CHORAL BENEDICTION May the Lord Bless You

CLOSING HYMN (CW 171 v. 5-6) A Hymn of Glory of Glory Let Us Sing

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Then, throned with you forever, we
Shall praise your name eternally.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to you let earth accord.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of the Day and Prayers for Worship © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org
Bulletin artwork by lan M. Welch. Copyright 2015 lan M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com

Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-716390. All rights reserved.
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The Recession of the Paschal Candle

The Paschal Candle is the large candle attached to the baptismal font in our chancel.
Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter, for it
was at the conclusion of the Jewish Passover Festival, the "Pascha,” that Jesus rose from the
dead and proved himself to be the true Passover Lamb whose blood removes the threat of
death (Read Exodus 12 and 1 Corinthians 6:6-8).

The Paschal Candle is lighted every Easter morning to symbolize that Christ is alive and
lives among his people. It is then lighted for every service during the 40-day period that
follows Easter as we celebrate the resurrection, the greatest of God's miracles and mercies.
By doing so we remember the reality that "if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile;
you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17) and we rejoice to know that "Christ has
indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep!" (1
Corinthians 15:20).

At the Festival of the Ascension the Paschal Candle is carried from the chancel to symbolize
that Jesus did not remain with his Church in a visible form but returned to his heavenly
Father's right hand in glory. The recession of the Paschal Candle does not imply that Jesus
is no longer present among us, for he promised, "Where two or three come together in my
name, there am | among them" (Matthew 18:20). Wherever his Word and Sacraments are,
there Jesus is truly present. The recession of the Paschal candle helps us to remember that
Jesus does not himself carry the gospel in Word and Sacraments to the world, but has
appointed us to "go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:20). With Jesus' power
and presence, we are indeed witnesses of grace.
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Serving us this evening:

Pastor Joel Jenswold

Organist: Jennifer Boll

Choir Director: Elaine Wilson
Ocarina: Cayden Myhre
Ushers: Volunteers needed
Altar Guild: Bonnie Punzel
A/V & Recording: Jen Olson

Swunmer
WORSHIP

New Summer Worship Times

June, July & August

One Sunday worship service at 9:00 am
Bible study at 8:00 am

Begins June 4, 2023
(8:00 & 10:30 services will resume September 3.)
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Carpet Installation Next Week:

Our carpet installation is next week, May 23 & 24. Volunteers are needed to help move
items throughout the week.

e Sunday May 21, 12:00 — 5:00 pm: Volunteers can help anytime during these
hours. The upstairs addition needs to have tables and chairs put away to make room
for furniture. Items from offices, the sacristy, bookshelves, and cabinets need to be
packed into boxes, labeled, and stored in the upstairs addition. Red chairs can be
stacked and rolled on a cart into the addition.

e Monday May 22, 9:00 — 1:00 pm: Continue moving altar guild items, office
items, etc.
4:00 pm: Volunteers are needed to assist in moving the larger furniture items such as
bookshelves and cabinets. If you can’t come at 4 pm, come later. We will work until
we are done. We have dollies and carts to assist with this.

e Thursday May 25, 4:00 pm: Volunteers needed to move large furniture back into
offices, fellowship area and the sanctuary. If you can’t come at 4 pm, come later.
After, red chairs and boxed items can begin being moved and unpacked.

e Friday May 26, 9:00 — 1:00 pm: Continue moving and unpacking items.

Many hands make light work (and we need many hands).

Watch for email updates throughout the week.






