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Welcome to all of our visitors and members! 

Merry Christmas 

Come worship with us again soon. 
 

If you are a guest today,  

please let us know of any way we might serve you. 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord 
 

December 24, A.D. 2021 
 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE VESPERS 
 

 

 

 

 

OPENING HYMN (CW 46)                                Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We 
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EVENING RESPONSES 

 
STAND 

 

  

 

 

The congregation remains standing to sing the hymn
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HYMN (CW 37)                                                Once Again My Heart Rejoices (vs. 1-4) 
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PRAYER  
 

M: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light. 

Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold 

him in all his glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD OF GOD FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                            Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned. 
3 You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy. 

They rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time, 

like the celebration when people divide the plunder. 
4 For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them. 

You have broken the bar on their shoulders and 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

as you did in the day of Midian. 
5 Every boot that marched in battle 

and the garments rolled in blood will be burned. 

They will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born. 

To us a son is given. 

The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. 

He will be named: 

    Wonderful Counselor, 

    Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, 

    Prince of Peace. 
7 There will be no limit to his authority 

and no end to the peace he brings. 

He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 

    from now on, into eternity. 

The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this. 
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RESPONSE 

 

M: But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 

 

C: Born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under the law, that we 

might receive the full rights of sons.                                               (Galatians 4:4,5) 

 

 

SECOND LESSON                                                                                       1 John 4:9-14 

 
9This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten Son into 

the world so that we may live through him. 10This is love: not that we have loved God, but 

that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, if 

God loved us so much, we also should love one another.  
12No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and his love 

has been brought to its goal in us. 13This is how we know that we remain in him and he in 

us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14We have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 

Son to be the Savior of the world. 

 

 

HYMN (CW 65)                                                  O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1 & 4) 

 

1  O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

 

4  O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93, abr., alt. 

 

 
STAND 

 
 



8 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                          Luke 2:1-20 

 

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 And 

everyone went to register, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was from the house and family line of David. 5 He went to be registered with 

Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child. 

6 And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified! 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all 

people: 11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly 

army, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 

will toward mankind.” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they told others the message they 

had been told about this child. 18 And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds 

said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And 

the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard 

and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 
BE SEATED  
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HYMN (CW 38)                     From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (vs. 1-4, 13, & 15)                          
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SERMON                                                                                                          Luke 2:8-14 

 

Good News from Heaven 

 

 
STAND 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                  Second Article with Explanation 

                                                                                 from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.  

 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from 

all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with 

his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.  

 

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and 

serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has 

risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

M: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. 

 

C: On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. 
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M: You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak and 

lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is overlooked by 

your ever-seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding arms. No one is 

denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand. 

 

C: Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care for 

us always. 

 

M: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the 

power of death, and the torment of hell. He took our place. He was born under the 

law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to die and 

rise again in order that we might live eternally. Firmly implant this good news in 

our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire to spread the Word concerning what we 

have heard tonight. 

 

C: May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and 

believe what is told them about the child. 

 

M: You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us 

of the full life that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our 

joy. May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 

treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. 

 

C: For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the 

Lord. Amen.  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen.  
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

At this time, the personal candles will be lighted for a candlelit singing of Silent Night. Pastor will first 

light the ushers’ candles with a flame taken from the Christ candle.  The ushers will then light the candle of 

each person sitting along the center aisle. This flame will then be passed to each person in the row.   

 

When lighting a candle, please tip the candle being lighted to meet the candle with a live flame. DO NOT 

tip a candle with a flame, as wax spillage will result. 

 

While the candles are being lighted, the congregation may sing the hymns printed on this page and the 

next. 

 

 

HYMN (CW 68)                                                                                    Away in a Manger 
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HYMN (CW 56)                                                                   Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 

 
 
After the candles are lighted and the hymn above is completed, the lights in the sanctuary will be turned off 

and the congregation will sing Silent Night.  
 
Silent Night is printed on the next page. 
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HYMN (CW 60)                                                                          Silent Night! Holy Night 
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Congregation extinguishes their candles. 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

M: When all was still and it was midnight, your eternal Word, O Lord, descended from 

the almighty throne to dwell among us. May we receive him in the peace of 

forgiven hearts and proclaim your gracious goodwill to all people on earth, for he is 

God with us, Emmanuel, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  

 

 

BLESSING 

 

M: “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord 

Jesus be with you.” (Romans 16:20) 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Serving this Evening: 
 

Pastor Michael Willitz 

Organist: Jennifer Boll 

Ushers: Bob Degnan and Lynn Biwer 

Altar Guild: Sally Kaalberg 

A/V: Joe Hornbeck 

 

 
 

 

 

Evening Prayer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

“Service of Light” Text, Music: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress. 

Artwork in bulletin by Ian M. Welch. © 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

Responsive Prayer for Christmas Eve © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

Hymns: Once in Royal David’s City, Where Shepherds Lately Knelt, Away in a Manger, Silent Knight, Hark! The 

Herald Angel’s Sing reprinted under OneLicense # A-716390. All rights reserved. 
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